STUDENT LIFE COMMITTEE

4-2-04
Present were: Bess Cleveland, Maryetta Fisher, Robert Lawrence, Wes Lites, Linda Lohman, Barry Motes, Bob Olsen, Telly Sellars, John Sistarenik, Gaye Holman

The committee addressed the following issues:

· Discussion concerning the Quadrangle’s request to be exempt from the requirement to attend the Student Senate in order to receive funds.

We met with Becky Meadows-Griswald, faculty advisor and Faith Mattingly-Barber, Editor to discuss their concerns about freedom of the press and our requirements. It was agreed that if they did not have to rely upon the committee for funding, there would be no conflict.

Presently, the editor receives a tuition refund for his/her completed classes as an incentive and payment for work on the Quadrangle.  It was suggested that if we could offer a similar incentive for an Advertising Manager, they would be in a better position to become more financially independent.  They are without that position at the present time due to the difficulty in finding a student willing to volunteer that much time.  Currently, the small staff sells about $100 in advertising for each issue which costs $540 to publish.
ACTION:  Maryetta Fisher will find out what budget the tuition waiver comes out of and she and Gaye Holman will work to see if an additional waiver could be added.

If the staff is interested, Gaye Holman will help them explore the possibility of having the papers printed at the prisons at a reduced rate.

· “Missionaries of Peace” submitted a request to become a formal Student Organization.

ACTION:  The request was approved, contingent upon their amending their By-laws to read “We do not discriminate, in our membership, against anyone on grounds of race, creed, origin, nationality, gender, or sexual orientation.”  The amendment (underlined) will bring the group into compliance with JCC policies.  We will ask Susan Singleton to communicate with them.
ACTION: The committee feels we need to review and revise the current application for Student Organizations Registration, especially the section that refers to the Community College Code of Student Conduct.  Telly Sellars will head that effort and may call on other committee members.  In the fall, all student groups will be given the new form and informed they need to abide by the new wording in order to receive funding.

ACTION:  It was suggested that in the future, if a group would like to become an official student organization, a representative of that group should meet with the Student Life committee at the time of application.

· We denied the Drama Club’s request for more funds.  The decision was based on other requests before the committee which has limited funds remaining.  Also, we understand that they have received some additional help this semester from the President’s office.  Kerk Fisher was notified by email after the meeting.
· The newly organized Spanish Club was given $150 of their $436 request.  The committee does not usually fund T-shirt or dinner parties, but will fund the Bowling Party and Hispanic Heritage Month Celebration since those activities are open to all students.  The club will be encouraged to participate in Spring Fling activities.  Susan Singleton will communicate with the group about the decision and recommendation.
· The Respiratory Care Club was given permission to reallocate their funds for their stated purpose of “recruitment to the Respiratory Program and for Pulmonary Education..” The only item of exception is the planned purchase of T-shirts which traditionally is not funded.  Susan Singleton will communicate with them.

· The Single Parent Support Group was allocated $300 for their community resource fair.  We suggest the funding go to all items listed except to gifts for the Agency Representatives.
· If further funding issues arise this spring,  the committee would prefer to deal with them by email if possible.

· Concerning recommendations for next year’s committee, we suggested a smaller committee than the current 16 member committee.  Wes Lites pointed out that next year JTC will be involved with our committee in some way.

· Wes Lites discussed several on-going proposals that will impact student life, including initiatives with the Speed Museum and a proposed addition behind the Hartford Building, 

· Gaye Holman commended the committee for a job well done and for the work the members have done throughout the school year.

The meeting was adjourned at 11:15 am.
