Natural Science Division Meeting

Wednesday, August 29, 2001

2:30 p.m.

Minutes:


Members present:  Amy Sprinkle, Carrie Schmidt, Jerry Johnson, John Long, Melanie Boswell, Mickie Troxell, Mark Matthews, Peter Rodski, Mike Hill, and Becky Gehrke-Griswold  

Amy Sprinkle opened the meeting at 2:35 p.m. with reasons for the emergency division meeting.  It is for the purpose of refining the SACS Institutional Effectiveness plan for the Natural Science division.  Amy was not told that this was due Friday, August 31, 2001 until the previous Friday, August 24, 2001 at the Faculty meeting.  Therefore, the division had to have a meeting so as to meet the SACS deadline for these division plans.


Before the Institutional Effectiveness goals were discussed, it was mentioned that we needed to know who the CLAC representative is.  Many questioned if the division had ever nominated someone and who this was.  It was decided that we did nominate someone, and Melanie would check the minutes to find out whom.  (She later reported to Amy that the representative for CLAC is Becky Gehrke-Griswold.) 


Amy also stated that the reason for not having a division meeting schedule for Fall 2001 yet, is because she is unaware of other meetings, due to SACS.  As soon as she is aware of other planned meetings, she will plan around these and give a division meeting schedule for Fall 2001.


The discussion of I.E. goals was opened, and Amy stated that our goals must be in exact compliance with those of the DT Natural Science Division.  Therefore, Amy and Bob Olsen met to discuss these goals and came up with a draft.  Both SW and DT division members must approve these.  Drafts were presented to all members and Amy explained, in detail, how the draft was created.  There was a question as to whether we should leave the division title as the “Natural Science and Mathematics Academic Division”, or should “Mathematics” be left out.  Members agree that they do not care if the name is changed.  If it is changed then an official name adoption must be completed. Amy will tell Bob Olsen to propose the official name change since the DT division uses this title and the SW division does not. Then it was decided that since Pete Rodski is the Rules Chair, he will propose the division name change to the Rules Committee.  The change will be for the SW division to also be titled the “Natural Science and Mathematics Academic Division”. 


Members then began reviewing the I.E. draft and making corrections and discussing changes.  Mike suggested corrections with Roman numerals on each page, and a grammatical error on pp. 3 with parentheses.  Jerry brought up the discussion on pp.6 of the “60 % pass rate”, and others discussed that this goal was currently only measured in MT 109 and we should erase the other courses of MA 110 and MT 107 until they also measure such goals.  It was discussed and agreed by all to change the statement on pp.6 V. to “70% of the students who take the final examination in MT 109 will achieve at least a 60% success rate on the standardized portion of the final examination”.  Amy will discuss this change with Bob Olsen. 


Sylvia (not present) looked at the draft prior to the meeting and gave some suggestions.  These were discussed- two of the suggestions were left alone, and the third was agreed to change (pp.4 V. “properly use” changed to “proper application”).


Mike motioned to approve the Institutional Effectiveness Goals draft as amended.  Carrie seconded.  All were in favor.  


Amy asked those who were available and eligible to do College Quality Council to e-mail or notify her of such.  She motioned to adjourn the meeting, Mike seconded, and the meeting adjourned at 3:00 p.m.

