Natural Science Division Meeting

Wednesday, March 27, 2002

2:45 p.m.

Minutes:

Members present:  Amy Sprinkle, Jerry Johnson, John Long, Melanie Boswell, Mickie Troxell, Mark Matthews, Peter Rodski, Mike Hill, Tom Wiles, and Charlie Purvis. Becky Gehrke-Griswold arrived later.

Members not present: Rob Mattingly and Sylvia Brite (both are in class) 

Carrie Schmidt (excused absence)

1.)  Institutional Effectiveness Plan:

Amy Sprinkle opened the meeting at 2:45 p.m. with a discussion of the I.E. Plan.  

We need to look at the College Goals, specifically College Goal #3, and decide where MT 109 should be placed.  It was thought that we initially categorized it as a special goal, but now it is being asked where it should be placed- special goal?  operational goal?  Mickie states that she will ask about this at the training workshop.  Amy attended the meeting on Monday, but did not have the operational goals with her.  Also, we will need data for Spring 2002, so begin to collect it now.  As of now, we can only include data from Fall 2000 and Spring 2001, we cannot use Fall 2001 yet- data must be summarized by academic year.  Any data that can be placed under College Goal #1 is needed- i.e., the number of students who passed, the total initial enrollment, and total final enrollment.  We need to form different committees to do this.  This data needs to be collected for Fall 2000 and Spring 2001.  Also, for College Goal #3- Transfer Courses, MT 109 will transfer, and we have collected data, however, Trigonometry, Calculus, etc., also transfer but we have no data on these courses.  Jerry states that we do not need data for these, because they are not general education exit courses.  Data for these courses is included in MT 109.  Amy states that she will meet with the science faculty to discuss data, and that Mickie will meet with math faculty.  Also, under Operational Goals, we may need data for the Natural Science Learning Lab.  The sign-in sheets could be used to calculate the number of students attending the lab.  Pete has a copy of the Operational Goals.  Amy will need these later.  (Later in the meeting, Pete looks at the goals, and finds that we do not need data for the NSLL).

2.)  Mickie with Faculty Affairs:


The Faculty Affairs Committee brought up that in the Pathways program, all nine teachers received a letter stating that they may not renew their contract, because of the budget, and there is concern because these were tenure-tract positions.  It was stated that this is not fair because they are JCC employees, and that other positions were not considered- just the Pathways program.  Mickie states that she is only bringing this up to make us aware.  The Pathways Program is unstable at the moment.  Becky states that these students need to go somewhere.  Charlie responds that UL believes that money will be saved by not paying our instructors to teach developmental courses.  Tom states that everything could change when UL or JCC finds a new president.   


3.)  Charlie on Faculty Chair position:


Mary Jones will resign from her position as faculty chair.  Does anyone want to consider doing this for a one-year term?  All divisions are being asked, so we should give it some thought.  Becky states that it should be someone who can be vocal with faculty issues.  

4.)  Faculty Workload:



Amy is on the faculty workload committee.  Charlie asks if there are any results from this yet.  Amy responds that she has been amazed at the release time that some are receiving.  There are still many that are trying to rearrange the DOEA to get out of areas.  There is also a discussion of classes being taught at each campus- for example, accounting is taught differently at SW that DT.  Also, there are some problems with our Physics courses and transferability to UL, because of the manner in which they are combined and taught at JCC.  It will be recommended that unrelated courses not be taught at the same time, with the same instructor.  There is still an aim toward equity on both campuses- the release time is not equal, even among divisions.  We need consistency with release time, or an individual look at the size of the division, problems, etc.  The Deans and President will have the final say on who will get release time and who does not.  The Faculty Workload Committee will meet again on Thursday, 3:00, DT.  Charlie states that he has the new divisional goals and will get a copy to us all soon.  

5.)  Mickie with discussion of CLAC:

The College Level Appeals Committee took out some things for the appeals process, so the Faculty Affairs Committee added some things to the statement for the election of the committee.  The statements added were as follows:  “Divisions currently represented on the committee will not elect nominees.  The members are appointed for staggered two-year terms.” and “The college President is strongly urged to select a chairperson form those committee members who have already served at least one year on the committee.”  Charlie asks if the five members of the committee chose the chairperson, and Mickie responds that the President chooses.  There is a meeting on April 5th, and Mickie needs to know if the amended statement is okay with our division.  Pete asks why the members do not elect the chair because the Rules state this:  “members of the CLAC will elect a Chairperson annually”.  Charlie asks if the new rules state that the presidents will appoint, and Mickie responds, “yes”.  

6.)  Budget:

 Budgetary matters were discussed. Our division gave back the amount requested. 
7.)  Other:

Becky asks about unsolicited e-mails.  She asks if there is a way to remove her name from a list.  Amy states that it cannot be removed from a bulk list, in KCTCS. Mark states that you can, however, block names.  


Also, Becky asks if we can designate trays in the copier for colored paper.  Amy says this will not work.  Also, some numbers have been blocked from copier use.   

8.)  Adjournment:


Amy reminds everyone to let her know of needed supplies, and adjourns the meeting at 3:45.

