The Downtown Developmental Studies Committee met February 20 at the Southwest Campus.  Present were Brad Howard, Sandy Deane (who recently joined the committee) Robert Lawrence, Frank Pecchioni, Annie Lotz, and special guests Mary Etta Fisher and Katie Varner.  Karren Trinkle, Dan Kesterson, and Awad Rasras could not attend due to scheduling conflicts.
At the meeting the following topics were discussed:

· Video: Katie Varner expressed her support for a video which would be shown to incoming students.  The 8-12 minute video would be generic enough to be used on all campuses and would help students navigate registration, assessment, financial aid, and other topics incoming students need to know.  Annie Lotz will take point on the video and solicit buy-in and suggestions from stake holders within the college community
· Compass Scores: Mary Etta Fisher told us that ACT recommends that compass scores be accepted for 3 years but KCTCS has no cut off policy and system has left the cut off dates open to the individual colleges.  We decided at our next meeting we would make a recommendation to Dr. Fisher regarding what we felt would be appropriate. We also discussed the possibility of charging students for the initial and retaking the compass test.  The consensus was that charging $5 to take the Compass test would probably be a good idea.
· Entering PeopleSoft test scores: Dr. Fisher will investigate what needs to be done to enter post test compass scores into PeopleSoft in a timely manner

· Purge and registration policies:  Dr. Fisher has changed the date for final tuition payment, registration, and advising to be closer to the beginning of the first day of  classes.  This should better organize the registration process and reduce the need for large scale purges after the semester has started.
· Our next meeting is scheduled for Friday, April 2, 2004 in room 214 of the LRC. This is a tentative date so please let me know if it works for you

